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Removing barriers and creating new opportunities for learning
Student Voice and Choice

Student Voice is the means by which students articulate their needs and become partners in
their own learning, negotiating ownership with their tutors and collaborators.

Try to avoid token school councils with limited ‘safe’ remits such as uniform, school meals
and playground environment discussions. These can serve to build up trust and demonstrate
to students that their voice is heard before moving on to broader issues concerning school
management, school policies, the curriculum and the recruitment of staff. Here are some
ideas and examples of how UniServity cLc helps support this approach:

Students determining their own learning pathways- ldeas:

- Use forums to share, discuss and decide on learning choices

- Incorporate as much choice into planning. Consider the skills, knowledge and attitudes
before content where appropriate. If these can be developed with different areas of
study of greater appeal or relevance to learners then consider extending learner
options

- Collaborate with other school. Form clusters or 14-19 federations offering extended
choices to learners.

Giving students a voice: learner democracy
- Use surveys for polls and voting, requesting student feedback, anonymous evaluation
of school systems and procedures
- Student owned groups
- Student eMagazines
- Video blogs
- Manage ePortfolios to allow social networking
- Encourage ‘Facebook style’ digital narratives
- Encourage student ePortfolio blogging

- Develop the use of peer assessment as an essential element of all learning

Yea r 1 o J MT E |ecti0n voti ng | Stoks Damers! = Studsnts > JMT (Junior Mansgement Team) > Elsctions 2006 2007 » Year 10 JMT Elsctions

system

Please scroll down, read the instructions carefully and choose your candidate for the Year 10 e

IMT representative post. Remember, you only get one chance, so vote carefully! ‘

. Who do you want to be your next JMT representative? ion 1-1 of o

Students at this \ Year 10

1) Please choose your candidate.
SChOOI have been grm, you can only choose one candidate and you can only do this once, so choose JMT E'ecti ons
u S I n g th e C L C t O Once you have made your choice, scroll to the bottom of the screen and click the submit

button.

Check out this years candidates below.

sharing their feelings
using video blogs, The Candidates:

allowing learners

opportunities to share 4

personal digital . @ '
stories. Students

have also set up their own voting system using the
survey tool to vote for their year 10 representatives on the school council giving every
student an opportunity to serve rather than what can be perceived as a hand picked elite.

When you're ready to enter your vote, click on the link at the bottom to take you to
the reen. Remember, you only have ONE vote, so think carefully!

Dale Chaplin
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Author Natural phenomena
Well done P4!
Qpﬁﬁd; = You did some wonderful work on our Environment thame and vou ara
i,i?;f_" 2 definitely becoming enquirers.
| Our next theme will be 'natural phenomena fuck Autho How the 1d ks
2‘;"‘3:(‘07*:5_ i formation. What do you already know? What wo Li i W ONC
water Bay Schoo matadh : : e
sl Can you think of some RELEVANT questions? As you can see from the title of this Forum, we are now thinking about our
next Theme for after Christmas. The title is '"How the World Works; an inquiry
Dposted: Dpﬁtad‘; , into natural phenomena'
i wiblidnes henomenamear A nmer il T want to know what you would like to inguire into, just like we did for our
i SR Environment theme. The first thing you will need to do is, think about what
ek o Py Sl fls RCSS x5 natural phenomena means, you could look in a dictionary for a definition.
P ;;a‘;‘it:' Bay Schoal lThen post your ideas on this forum.
D) posted: 1 am looking forward to hearing your ideas
15 December 2005 ? ?
113810 What a sensible question to start with Jitta! Hawi %" Edit & Delete
prediontic ot S D Posted: namural phenomena means natural disasteres like garth auakes.foads ecki
d 5 15 Diocember 2
Pasis: 31 1 eener 20 would like to enquire into floods.
O Posted:
15 Dacember 2005 Starri STENDORSSON
181512 ng buti am qaing to do it right nowatin it il & o @ O A
J#8 JACOES Posts: & B ean & patete
;‘\::En:\‘aster Bay Schoal T Pocted:
~ - §December200% | NATURAL PHENOMINA MEANS THINGS WE CAN'T CONTROL LIKE
TYPHOONS .I WANT INQUIRE INTO VOLCANOS
Bposria MUPPALA B e
Clearwater Bay Schoal EgT =4
. . Paosts: 9
In this example, Year 4 primary  [grs
tudent h igati 27 Decamber 2005
stuaents are snown navigating 1004331 ACTUALLY T'M CHANGING MY SUBJECT TO EARTHQUAKES
B B e

their own learning paths within s
a unit of work concerning natural phenomena. The learning objectives were not ‘content’
dependent so the teachers used discussion forums as part of their toolkit so that the children
could explore their options in order to give them ownership of the curriculum. This has
proven particularly powerful when working with both disaffected learners and learners whose
personal experience lies outside the traditional curriculum. The teacher allowed students to
form groups looking at each phenomenon. The cLc was then used to publish resources and
findings and students were encouraged to interrogate each other’'s work and look for links
with their own.

This school has
developed a student
run magazine that is
published to 72
schools in Hong
Kong, the UK and
Mainland China.

Members of the WIS Olympic Editorial Team
Matt Tam (Director)

Hannah Chin (Vice Director)

Brian Mui (Moderating Director)

Aaron Law (Managing Director)

Pierce Lai (Head Editor)

Ryan Chan (Head Editor)

Gavin Yeung (Vice Head Editor)

Hathan Smyth (Head Technician)

Sau Wai Chan (Snr.Editor)
Venus Man (Snr.Editor)
Michael Wang (Translator)
Boyd Hao (Translator)
Hannah Yeung (Editor)
Kelly Yuen (Editor)

Sunny Oh (Editor)

Natalie Ng (Editor)
Julianna Yip (Editor)
Michelle Tsui (Editor)

Doris Chen (Editor)

Tonya Bruce (Editor)
Michael Kwan (Editor)
Anna Youk (Editor)

Leave a comment at cur Guestbook (Requires log in)
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WIS Erlitnrial Tanm

HKWIS Editorial Team

allowed to miss some of their Mandarin classes as
their teachers see the value of students having
real reasons to write for real audiences and about
material that is significant to them.

The students have
organised
themselves into an
editorial team and
they are given
curriculum time to
develop their ideas.
The Hong Kong
students are
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Sample articles from Issue 1:
+ Olympic News - Eiz= 3 i

Sports (ﬁigj Hong Kong Culture (B#324k):
+ Intreduction te Heng Keng - EEME T
+ Badminten - :HEE + Fashion In Hong Kong - S& 8951 5
« Table Tennis - £ 55k « Food In Hong Kong - & 8984

3 4 + HK Music and Entertainment - EEMZ=HES
Athletics - EE% « HK Religon and Supersition - EEN =M %EE
Aquatics - K « Transportation in HK - 285BI E
Equestrian - & « Life as a Student in HK - EE2ZEEHER

« Survival Cantonese for U

+ Football- E3k + History of Heong Kong - EEMFEF
Others (Efth):
+ Movie Reviews - 281t
. [}escrlptmn of the Beumg Olympics 2008
o (N2 =g 3 érﬂ%ﬁﬁ
Want to eat dim sum? The following table should help a lot ... _.|_|5t of the Beijing
CEZeMTER
English Translation Chinese Characters Cantonese lympics 2008 - 20084:%=
Pronunciation H
Dim sum B deem sum
Spring roll b= chun guun Dlympies 2008 - 20084;
Open pork dumpling RE siu mai
Shrimp dumpling RE ha gao
Rice roll = churn fun
Barbeque pork bun Ti&Ea cha siu bao

The eMagazine
includes discussion
forums, surveys, polls
and multimedia clips.
The students are also
monitoring their
readership by tracking
hits on each page of
the magazine. Access

. to a global audience
means that the students are now inviting articles from each of the 72 schools in the
UniServity ‘Towards the Olympics’ project. Their success has also earned them an invitation
to the Launch of the UniServity / British Council ‘Climate Cool’ Project where they will be
working with journalists from The South China Morning Post and Hong Kong’s TVB television
channel.
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This example shows a school in West Berkshire confident in its use of the cLc and where
student voice is a highly valued resource. The students have been asked to comment on the
organisation of their school and the quality of teaching, learning opportunities and
assessment.
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